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knows a little French;—come crowding forward : to the horror and terror of the poor inhabitant. "<Jue voulez-vous done?" "His Excellency Valori!" " Well, no violence; I am your prisoner : let me dress !" answers the supposed Excellency,—and contrives to secrete portfolios, and tear or make away with papers. And is marched-off, under a select guard, who leave the rest to do the pillage. And was not Valori at all; was Valori's Secretary, one D'Arget, who had called himself Valori on this dangerous occasion ! Valori sat quaking behind his partition ; not till the Pandours began plundering the stables did the Prussian sentry catch sound of them, and plunge-in.'
Friedrich had his amusement out of this adventure ; liked D'Arget, the clever Secretary ; got D'Arget to himself before long, as will be seen;—and, in quieter times, dashed-off a considerable Explosion of Rhyme, called Le Palladion (Valori as Prussia's ' Palladium,' with Devils attempting to steal him, and the like), which was once thought an exquisite Burlesque, —Kings coveting a sight of it, in vain,—but is now wearisome enough to every reader.1—Let us attend his Majesty's exit from Bohemia.
CHAPTER   XII
BATTLE  OF  SOUR,
THE famed beautiful Elbe River rises in romantic chasms, terrible to the picturesque beholder, at the roots of the Riesengebirge ; overlooked by the Hohe-Kamms, and highest summits of that chain. ' Out of eleven wells,' says gentle Dulness, ' Eilf or Elf Quctten, whence its name, Elbe for Elf? Sure enough, it starts-out of various wells ;2 rushes-out
1 Valori, i. 242; (Entires dt Fridlric, iii. 130: for the Fact. Exquisite Burlesque, Palladion itself, is in (Ewes, xi. 192-271 (see ibid. 139) : a bad copy of that very bad Original, Jeanne ii'Arc,—the only thing now good in it, Friedrich's polite yet positive refusal to gratify King Louis and bis Pompadour with a sight of it (see ibid. Preface, x.-xiv., Friedrich's Lttter to Louis ; date of request and of refusal, March 1750).
a Description, in Zbllner, Briefs fiber Schlesien, ii. 305 ; in etc. etc. VOL. V.                                                                                K